PBEFACE.

THE three Essays -which, form the chief contents
of this volume were published last year in the
Nineteenth Century, and I wish to express my best
thanks to my friend, Mr. James Knowles, the
Editor of that Eeview, for his kind courtesy in
permitting their republication. In some introduc-
tory remarks I have endeavoured to show the
importance of placing the present system of
financial control on a different basis. Although it
is generally supposed that the entire control over
the expenditure of the revenues of India was
vested in the Council of the Secretary of State by
the Government of India Act of 1858, yet by an
Act which was passed in 1869 the tenure of the
office of the Members of Council was materially
modified, and the discussion which took place
when this Act was passing through Parliament
plainly shows that the law had been left in a